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porarily deluding themselves they may evoke in their hearts at least a feeble and transient glow of devotion. It has even been forced, by its inability to elicit and sustain a religious life by what is stnctiy pantheistic in its doctrine, to crave the help of polytheism, and to treat the foulest orgies and cruellest rites of idolatry as acts of reasonable worship paid indirectly to the sole and supreme Being. It finds polytheism to be the indispensable supplement of its pantheism. It is the personal gods of Hindu polytheism, and not the impersonal principle of Hindu pantheism, that the Hindu people worship. No people can worship what they believe to be entirely impersonal, Even in the so-called religions of nature the deified natural powers are always personified. It is only as persons that they are offered prayers and sacrifices. In lands where polytheism has been destroyed the pantheist still finds himself unable to worship mere indeterminate Being, and hence he becomes a worshipper either of humanity in general or of the individuals whom he regards as heroes. He can only conceive of his God as having reality in the progress of the human race or in the souls of great men. Says one of our modern pantheists, " The universal does not attract us until housed in an individual. Who heeds the waste abyss of possibilities ? The ocean is everywhere the same, but it has no character